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Countable vs. Uncountable Nouns 

A) Most nouns have singular and plural forms. They are countable nouns. 
e.g. One letter, two letters 
¢ There is a letter on the table for you. (singular) 
¢ There are letters on the table for you. (plural) 


B) Some nouns only have one form. They are uncountable nouns. 
e.g. Money 
e There is no money in my bank account. 
° There is a lot of money in my bank account. 


C) Many uncountable nouns refer to substances: 
e.g. Chocolate, water, coffee, milk, sugar, salt, cheese, bread, rice, wood, glass, plastic, soap, 
toothpaste. 
° Do you have any chocolate? 
e The milk is sour - let's make cheese. 
e Rice is only edible when it has been cooked. 


D) Many uncountable nouns refer to abstract ideas or emotions. 
e.g. love, sadness, happiness, education, knowledge, and grammar. 
e Money can't buy love. 
e We like to experience happiness. 
e This education is priceless. 


E) You can use a/an with singular countable nouns. 
e.g. an umbrella, a wheel, a mistake. 
e It's raining so I need an umbrella. 
e I made a mistake. 
e This is a job for superman. 


F) You can use plural countable nouns alone. 
e.g. apples, bees, clouds. 
° There are clouds in the sky today. 
° There are bees making honey. 
e We eat apples for breakfast. 
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You can't use an article with an uncountable noun. 
e.g. time, sand, electricity. 

e We need electricity to use our heater. 

e Ilost track of time and we stayed up very late. 

¢ The beaches in Brazil have very nice sand. 


It is very common in English to use some / any with plural nouns and uncountable nouns. 


e.g. They don't listen to any advice. 
e We don't have any toys for the children. 


¢ There are many lessons in life, this is just one more. 
e Itis important to have some knowledge of grammar. 


There are a range of nouns that are uncountable in English but are countable in other languages. 
These include: accommodation, advice, baggage, behavior, bread, chaos, damage, furniture, informa- 


tion, luck, luggage, news, permission, progress, scenery, traffic, weather and work. 


For comparison purposes, look at these sentences: 


Countable 


Uncountable 


I'm looking for a job. 


I'm looking for work. 


What a beautiful view! 


What beautiful scenery! 


It's a nice day today. 


It's nice weather today. 


We had a lot of bags and suitcases. 


We had a lot of luggage. 


These chairs are mine. 


This furniture is mine. 


It was a good suggestion. 


It was good advice. 


~ COUNTABLE NOUNS 
Have a singular and plural form ——> 


Can use a singular verb or 
a plural verb 


Cannot use a, an or anumber 
before them 
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ENGLISH COUNTABLE AND Woodware” , 
cam UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS 


Have eave one oan (no plural) ——»> 
Always use a singular verb —> 


UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS ARE OFTEN... 
SES 


love, freedom, ZAC lick: water, milk, wine, oil, coffee, rain, 
help, beauty, music, thunder soup, air, smoke, blood, juice, fog 


sugar, rice, salt, sand, flour, dirt, | wood, glass, paper, gold, silver, 
gust traffic, grass, spaghetti ice, iron, „cotton, wool, steel 


Dread, fi sh, NEEE noaie RINGE, SACS work, news, 
meat, bacon, food, ham information, luggage, money 


We can count 


atree two trees 
The book is old. 
The books are old. 


butter butters 
Sugar is sweet. 


Arice two rice 
jabread two bread 
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Quantifiers 

What are quantifiers? 

Quantifiers tell us something about the amount or quantity of something (a noun). 
Some quantifiers express a small or large quantity: 

e Small: I have a few things to do before finishing work. 

e Large: I have many things to do before finishing work. 


Some quantifiers express part of or all of a quantity: 
e Part: It rains most days in winter. 
e All: It rained all day yesterday. 


Quantifiers belong to a larger class called Determiner. 


Examples of quantifiers 
Quantifiers can be a single word (e.g. some) or a phrase (e.g. a lot of). Quantifiers that appear as a phrase 
are often called Complex Quantifiers. 


Simple Quantifiers: all, another, any, both, each, either, enough, every, few, fewer, little, less, many, more, 
much, neither, no, several, some. 


Complex Quantifiers: a few, a little, a lot of, lots of 


The position of quantifiers 
We put quantifiers at the beginning of noun phrases. 


quantifier + noun 
e some people 


quantifier + adjective + noun 
e many old books 


quantifier + adverb + adjective + noun 
e alot of very crazy drivers 


We can also use quantifiers without a noun, like a pronoun. 
e These books are old but some are still in good condition. (Some refers to some books) 


Quantifier + Noun 

Formal and Informal Quantifiers 

Sometimes we can make a sentence more formal or more informal (or natural) just by changing the 
quantifier. 


Many people were invited to the wedding. (formal) 
A lot of people arrived late. (informal/natural) 


They made little progress. (formal) 
They didn't make much progress. (informal/natural) 


